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“This is what the Lord requires of you: To do justice, to love kindness and to walk humbly with your God.”

Micah 6:8

INTRODUCTION:

The mission statement of Baulkham Hills Baptist Church is:

Being God’s people by

Honouring God

Building up one another and

Caring for our community and beyond.
This Social Justice Policy Statement describes our philosophy and goals for the pursuit of social justice and recognises that the principles of social justice are inseparable from our collective and individual aspirations to be God’s people, to honour God, to build one another up and also to care for our local and broader community. 

This statement accepts that social justice* is distinct from social charity* and is about examining the causes of injustice and seeking to challenge the structural nature of oppression. Social justice pursues changes at a systemic level that might prevent people from being in need, and seeks to fundamentally challenge unjust structures. 

This policy statement places concern with social justice issues at the core of our Christian life, and calls for commitment to modeling God’s heart for justice* and a desire to respond biblically to social and ethical concerns.

Note: An asterisk (*) next to a particular word indicates that further explanation of the meaning of this word can be found in the Glossary at the conclusion of this document.

PHILOSOPHY

We believe:

· That every single human being is made in the image of God and possesses absolute dignity and worth, and the potential to make a contribution to their world.

· That the life and teaching of Jesus calls us as Christians to pursue justice, peace, equality*, respect, compassion and human rights. (see Matthew 22:36-40 - "Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.")

· That the commitment to and pursuit of the values of social justice is not peripheral to our faith – it is central to our identity and purpose as Christians.

· That we should accept the concept of global citizenship.*
 

· That we are all created equal under God and therefore are responsible for each other and need to work for social conditions which ensure that every person and group in society is able to meet their needs and realise their potential.

· That all people have an equal right to access the goods of creation* to meet their needs.

· That  we should think critically, reflectively and theologically about the choices we make and the way in which we live

· That we can raise our voices respectfully, empathically, prayerfully and powerfully to represent the needs of others in our world and to effect positive change.

GOALS

We commit to:

· Identifying and sharing information and resources that promote awareness and stimulate action within our church and community about social justice issues that affect others at a local, national and international level.

· Engaging in advocacy* through building positive relationships with members of parliament and others who possess a powerful voice.

· Actively participating in advocating for social change as well as supporting people who are oppressed and marginalised. 

· Empowering and inspiring each other to autonomously pursue opportunities for social change and action in the context of our own families, schools, universities, workplaces, and other environments. 

“The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me,

because the Lord has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.

He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,

To proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners,

To proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour and the day of vengeance of our God,

To comfort all who mourn, and provide for those who grieve in Zion…”

Isaiah 62: 1-3

GLOSSARY

Advocacy

Advocacy is the act of respectfully speaking up and calling attention to issues that have led to the oppression of an individual or group in need. An advocate provides his or her voice on behalf of another whose voice has been stifled by the experience of poverty or marginalisation, also calling on those with power or influence to use their power to implement justice for others.

Charity

Charity is a basic sense of generosity and goodwill toward others, especially those in need or suffering.

Equality

Equality (in the context of this document) means being of equal value and worth in the eyes of God.

Global Citizenship

The concept of global citizenship recognises that we are part of a global society and should therefore make choices that reflect our awareness of the consequences of our decisions for the lives of others in our world.

Goods of creation

Goods of creation refers to the adequate volume of resources provided by God (see Genesis 1) for human beings to utilise in order to meet their basic practical needs – food, shelter, water etc. 

Justice

Justice is the moral code that guides a fair and equitable society. To act in a just manner, one stands up for what is right.

Social charity

Social charity addresses the effects of social sin. Social charity seeks to meet the immediate needs of others in a practical and responsive manner.

Social justice

Social justice is about examining the causes of injustice and seeking to challenge the structural nature of oppression. Social justice pursues changes at a systemic level that might prevent people from being in need, and seeks to fundamentally challenge unjust structures. 
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